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PHILADELPHIA IN 1698. 

[The original of the following letter is in the possession of a valued 
correspondent of mine, Mr. Thomas Elias, of Denbighshire, North 
Wales, who has kindly consented to allow this copy to be printed. Un- 
fortunately, through the wear and tear of time, a part is missing, and 
with it the signature of the writer. A memorandum made on it, how- 
ever, states that it was yrritten " to Kobert Johnson, minister of St. 
Illtyd, near Ddlgellau from his father-in-law at Philadelphia in Penn- 
sylvania, April ye 1* 1698." 

Llanylltyd, or Llanelltyd [St. Illtyd], is a parish in the union of Ddl- 
gelly, hundred of Ardudwy, county of Merioneth, North Wales, two 
miles northwest from D61gelly, on the road leading to Barmouth. From 
this neighborhood there was a large emigration to the colony of Penn- 
sylvania between the years 1682 and 1725, most of the emigrants being 
members of the Society of Friends, or Quakers. About the year 1680 
there was residing at Bryn-Mawr, Rowland Ellis (this place is situated 
less than a mile south of Ddlgelly ; near by are Bryn-rhug and Tyd- 
dyndu), who was born about the year 1650, and at the age of twenty-two 
had become a follower of George Fox. In 1686 he came to the colony 
that Penn had established, but only remained a short time. In June, 
1697, however, he returned to Philadelphia, and finally settled on his 
estate about a mile north of the present Bryn-Mawr Station on the 
Pennsylvania Eailroad. He had been married twice. His first wife 
was Margaret, daughter of Ellis Morris ; his second, Margaret, daughter 
of Eobert Owen ap Lewis. He died in September of 1729, at the house 
of his son-in-law, John Evans, and was buried in the grounds belonging 
to Plymouth Friends' Meeting. By his first wife he had a daughter and 
heiress, Ann, who remained in Wales, where she married a curate by 
the name of Johnson, or Johnston, who was located near Ddlgelly.' 

' In F Oeninen ( The Leek) for April, 1890, there is an article on 
"Crynwyr Cymreig Ardaloedd Ddlgellau" by E. Griffith, Springfield, 
Ddlgelly. He is a descendant of Rowland Ellis by the marriage referred 
to. He states that the curate Johnson lived at Doluwchowgryd. This 
is an old family estate in the parish of Llanelltyd. It was originally 
erected by one of the Nanney family of Nannau, but has been rebuilt, 
and a stone, on which is the inscription " Non Domus Dominum, sed 
Dominus Domum," was transferred from the old building to the front 
wall of the new. — See " Lewis's Topographical Dictionary of Wales." 
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From this it seems very probable that Kowland Ellis was the writer of 
this interesting letter, telling of the condition of the country near Phila- 
delphia in 1698. Howard Williams Lloyd.] 



As for ye account of our passage I think I have been 
something large in my last w""" I hope came to thy bands, 
least it came not, we have had a good passage in six weeks 
time from land to land, none died in ye ship but one old 
woman, one other woman was brought to bed; she & her 
child did very well, so we kept our numbers through the 
mercy of God. "We had our health very well only sea sick- 
ness and as for ye country I like it very well ; we had a 
very cold winter, such another people here cannot remem- 
ber, hard frost, & deep snow, which continued untill ye be- 
ginning of this month ; we bore it I think as well as most ; 
we had an indifferent good house ; very good & large chim- 
ney ; we made fire night & day. Our house lies under ye 
Cold N. W. wind & just to the South Sun, in a very warm 
bottom near a str 3am of very good water. "We have cleared 
about this run ab* 10 or 12 Acres for meadow land, very 
good soil, black mould moist over. I do think for ye most 
part, if not all ye river will soon overflow it, which runs 
through it, it being set thick of [thorn] bryars, & small 
scrubbs ; a man upon horse could not ride through it. We 
hope to mow ye next harvest store of hay ; we have as 
much more such ground for meadow, when we may have to 
enclose it. Few or none among our countrymen have the 
like conveniency of Meadow land. We have above 6 acres 
of wheat sown in good order, & an accer & half of ye last 
summer fallow for Barley. We now begin to clear in order 
for to sow Oats, if ye Lord gives us life & health, if we can 
between this & the beginning of May, & about 6 accers, 
& for Indian Corn as much as we can. We are about to 
enclose with rail fence by ye latter end of spring above 40 
acres. Our Accer' of land is 40 Perch in length & 4 in 
breadth. Our Perch is 16 ft & half, an accre of land con- 
taining about 76 Eoods at least. Ye Rood wh"'' is ye com- 
mon measure of land with you near Dolgelley is 6 yards 
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square, by this thee mayest compute measures together. 
AVe have a good soil under a very rough coat ; many things 
sown bring good increase. Ye country grass is very rough 
& Course in hand as most things by nature, but as it be 
naturalized, we hope it will prove better ; yt wh is good for 
"Winter fodder. Our land generally is dry, and some places 
strong ; some places very level, but ours hereaway, little 
rising grounds, few hills, fine springs, & running streams of 
as good water as any I saw ; good stately Oaks several sorts 
of Poplars & great many kinds of trees, also black & white 
Wallnut, Cipresse, Pine, & Cedar in some places grow plen- 
tifully. They begin now to build the houses with Stone, & 
many with brick, wh* may be made in any place here. 
There is Limestone within, 3 little miles to my house. Eng- 
lish hay does very kindly, especially white honey suckle 
(Dutch Clover?), where yt take root it mightily increases, & 
kills all wild roots (as they say) where it so takes. Ye red 
clover does well. There are but few of the natives now. 
Not 1 to 10 as was formerly. As many as there is, are very 
quiet a new comer may supply himself with horses, cows 
or sheep, as many as he wants ; good horse £4. with you, 
may cost £S. more or less, Good Cow here £b or £6., beef 
ye last fall 2J per pound, pork 3*, cheese 7* butter 10* to 1/- 
per pound mutton 5* also, wheat 8/ Rye 6/ Malt 6/ ye 
bushell. All other things are very dear, accordingly all 
things, whether foreign or country commodities will fall. 
We hear of ye peace concluded between England and 
France. It has been very sickly season here ye last fall & 
winter ; severall died of our Countrymen ; the Lord hath 
preserved us hitherto. Since I began to write this letter 
my wife had ye distemper, now she is recovered very well, 
blessed be God. If I live to receive a few lines from thee 
when opportunity p'sents, I hope if all things be well to re- 
turn to the a few other acct" how we do. Also of any other 
things if worth sending and I desire y' none may take occa- 
sion by any word yt discovers, nor suppose if I do nor did 
repent of my coming, for be it far from me from encouraging 
any to venture y'^selves, & what they have, furtherly they 
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live comfortable ia their native country to ye danger of ye 
seas and many more inconvenience yt may happen & on ye 
other hand discourage any yt hath any real inclinations to 
transport themselves into ye hands of providence. Some 
came here might have better staid in their own country, & 
it is my thought yt great many more would have done 
better here yt ever they are like to do in their own 
country. 



